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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and 
listings of claims in the instant patent application. 

Listing of claims: 

1-77. (Canceled). 

78. (Currently amended) A composition comprising a duplex of a first 
oligonucleotide and a second oligonucleotide, wherein each of said first and said second 
oligonucleotides is eight tq fifty nucleoside suhunits in lenp th, wh^r said first and said second 
oligonucleotides are not covalently linked, wherein each of said first and said second 
oligonucleotides have a central portion having at least four consecutive ribofuranosyl residues 
having phosphodiester linkages, wherein said central portions are base-paired with each other in 
said 4up4e*i duplex, and wherein at least one of said first and said second oligonucleotides 
having has portions flanking said central portions having chemical modifications which make 
them resistant to single-stranded nucleases , and whoroin oooh of said first and paid second 
oligonuclcotidoo compriaog a nucleotide; ooquonco oonoiating from eight to fifty nucloooido 
oubunits . 

79. (Currently amended) A composition comprising a duplex of a first 
oligonucleotide and a second oligonucleotide, wherein each of said first and said second 
oligonucleotides is eight to fi fty nucleo side s u h units in length wherein said first and said second 
oligonucleotides are not covalently linked, wherein each of said first and sajd second 
oligonucleotides have a central portion having at least four consecutive ribofuranosyl residues 
having phosphodiester linkages, wherein said central portions are base-paired with each other in 
said dup4e*t duplex, and wherein at least one of said first and said second oligonucleotides 
having has. portions flanking said central portions having chemical modifications which make 
them resistant to single-stranded nucleases and increase their affinity for the other 
oligonucleotide of the duplex. 

80. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 78, wherein said chemical 
modifications are phosphorothioate linkages or 2'-methoxy modifications. 
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8 1 . (Previously presented) An affinity matrix comprising the composition of cl aim 

78. 

82-92. (Canceled). 

93. (Previously presented) A composition of claim 78, wherein one of said 
oligonucleotides has the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO: 8. 

94. (Currently amended) A composition comprising a duplex of a first 
oligonucleotide and a second oligonucleotid e, wherein each of said first and said second 
oligonucleotides is eight to fifty nucleoside subunits in length where™ said first and said second 
oligonucleotides are not covalently linked, wherein each of said first and second oligonucleotides 
include a portion having at least four consecutive ribofuranosyl residues having phosphodiester 
linkages and wherein said portions are base-paired with each other in said duplex, and wherein 

at least one of said first and said secon d oligonucleotides includes chemical modifications that 
make said oligonucleotide resistant to s ingle-stranded nucleases e nnh nf mriri fir^t ™H miH 
second o ligonucleotides comprinnn n nnr.lnnfiHg r ^innpp consisting from eight to fifty 
nucleoside subunits . 

95. (Currently amended) A composition comprising a duplex of a first 
oligonucleotide and a second oligonucleotid e, wherein each of said first and said second 
oligonucleotides is eight to fifty nucleoside subunits in leng th, wW™ said first and said second 
oligonucleotides are not covalently linked, wherein each of said first and second oligonucleotides 
include a portion having at least four consecutive ribofuranosyl residues that are base-paired with 
each other in said dupl e x; duplex, and wherein at least one of said first and said second 
oligonucleotides including includes a chemical modification that makes said oligonucleotide 
resistant to single-stranded nuclease s, and wherein caoh of paid first and said oooond 
oligonucleotides comprioco a nucleotide soquonoo oonaioting from eight to fifty nucleoside 
f wbunits . 

96. (Canceled) 
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97. (Currently amended) A composition comprising a duplex of a first 
oligonucleotide and a second oligonucleotid e, wherein each of said first and said second 
oligonucleotides is eieht to fifty nu cleoside subunits in leng th, wherein said first and said second 
oligonucleotides are not covalently linked, wherein each of said first and second oligonucleotides 
include a portion having at least four consecutive ribofuranosyl residues , wherein and wher e said 
portions are base paired with each other in said d uplex; and duplex, and wherein at least one of 
said first and second oligonucleotides includes a chemical modification that makes said 
oligonucleotide resistant to single-stranded nucleases and that increases the affinity for said 
oligonucleotide for the other of said oligonucleotides. 

98-105. (Canceled). 

106. (Currently amended) A composition comprising a duplex of a first 
oligonucleotide and a second oligonucleotide, wherein each of said first and said second 
oligonucleotides is eight to fifty nucleoside subunits in length, wherein said first and said second 
oligonucleotides have a central portion having at least four consecutive ribofuranosyl residues 
having phosphodiester linkages, wherein said central portions are base-paired with each other in 
said d upl e x; duplex, wherein at least one of said first and said second oligonucleotides having 
has portions flanking said central portions, said portions having chemical modifications which 
make them resistant to single-stranded nucleases, and wherein one of said oligonucleotides has 
the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ED NO: 8. 

107-116. (Canceled). 

117. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 78 wherein said chemical 
modifications are phosphorothioate linkages. 

118. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 78 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2'-methoxy modifications. 

1 1 9. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 78 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2-fluoro modifications. 
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120. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 78 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2-O-methoxyethoxy modifications. 

121 . (Currently amended) The composition of claim 78 wherein one of said first and 
said second oligonucleotides comprises a nucleotido s equence conai s ting from is twelve to thirty 
nucleoside subunits in length . 

122. (Currently amended) The composition of claim 78 wherein one of said first and 
said second oligonucleotides oompriooo a nucleotid e s e quence consisting from is fifteen to 
twenty-five nucleoside subunits in length . 

123. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 79 wherein said chemical 
modifications are phosphorothioate linkages. 

1 24. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 79 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2-methoxy modifications. 

125. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 79 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2 -fluoro modifications. 

1 26. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 79 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2'~0- methoxyethoxy modifications. 

127. (Currently amended) The composition of claim 79 wherein one of said first and 
said second oligonucleotides comprises a nucleotid e ooquonoc consisting from is twelve to thirty 
nucleoside subunits in length . 

128. (Currently amended) The composition of claim 79 wherein one of said first and 
said second oligonucleotides compri s es a nucleotid e ocquenco consisting from is fifteen to 
twenty-five nucleoside subunits in length . 

1 29. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 94 wherein said chemical 
modifications are phosphorothioate linkages. 

1 30. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 94 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2'-methoxy modifications. 
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131. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 94 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2'-fiuoro modifications. 

1 32. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 94 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2'-<D- methoxyethoxy modifications. 

133. (Currently amended) The composition of claim 94 wherein one of said first and 
said second oligonucleotides comprises a nuolootido ocqucnoo conflicting from is twelve to thirty 
nucleoside subunits in length . 

134. (Currently amended) The composition of claim 94 wherein one of said first and 
said second oligonucleotides comprises a nuolcotido ocqucnco con s isting from js fifteen to 
twenty-five nucleoside subunits in length . 

135. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 95 wherein said chemical 
modifications are phosphorothioate linkages. 

136. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 95 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2-methoxy modifications. 

1 37. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 95 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2'-fluoro modifications. 

138. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 95 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2'-0- methoxyethoxy modifications. 

1 39. (Currently amended) The composition of claim 95 wherein one of said first and 
said second oligonucleotides comprises a nuolootido ooqucnco consisting from is twelve to thirty 
nucleoside subunits in length . 

140. (Currently amended) The composition of claim 95 wherein one of said first and 
said second oligonucleotides comprises a nucleotide sequence consisting from is fifteen to 
twenty-five nucleoside subunits in length . 

141-146. (Canceled). 
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1 47. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 97 wherein said chemical 
modifications are phosphorothioate linkages. 

148. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 97 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2 , -methoxy modifications. 

1 49. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 97 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2'-fluoro modifications. 

1 50. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 97 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2 T -0- methoxyethoxy modifications. 

151. (Currently amended) The composition of claim 97 wherein one of said first and 
said second oligonucleotides compris e s a nucleotide sequence consisting from is twelve to thirty 
nucleoside subunits in length . 

152. (Currently amended) The composition of claim 97 wherein one of said first and 
said second oligonucleotides eompris e s a nucleotide sequ e nc e consisting from is fifteen to 
twenty- five nucleoside subunits in length . 

153-175. (Canceled) 

176. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 106 wherein said chemical 
modifications are phosphorothioate linkages. 

177. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 106 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2'-methoxy modifications. 

1 78. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 106 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2'-fluoro modifications. 

1 79. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 1 06 wherein said chemical 
modifications are 2'-0 methoxyethoxy modifications. 

1 80. (Currently amended) The composition of claim 1 06 wherein one of said first and 
said second oligonucleotides comprises a nucleotid e s e quence consisting from is twelve to thirty 
nucleoside subunits in length . 
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181. (Currently amended) The composition of claim 1 06 wherein one of said first and 
said second oligonucleotides ee mpri ses a nucleotid e s e quonoo oonaioting from is fifteen to 
twenty-five nucleoside subunits in length . 

1 82. (New) A composition comprising a duplex of a first oligonucleotide and a second 
oligonucleotide, wherein: 

each of said first and said second oligonucleotides is about 17 to about 20 nucleoside 
subunits in length; 

said first and said second oligonucleotides are not covalently linked; 

each of said first and said second oligonucleotides comprise a portion with at least four 
consecutive ribofuranosyl residues, wherein said portions are base-paired with each other in said 
duplex; and 

at least one of said first and said second oligonucleotides comprises chemical 
modifications that increase its resistance to single-stranded nucleases. 

1 83. (New) The composition of claim 1 82 wherein said portions have phosphodiester 
linkages. 

184. (New) The composition of claim 1 82 wherein the chemical modifications are 2'- 
methoxy modifications. 

185. (New) The composition of claim 182 wherein the chemical modifications are V- 
fluoro modifications. 

186. (New) The composition of claim 182 wherein the chemical modifications are T- 
O-methoxyethoxy modifications. 

1 87. (New) The composition of claim 1 82 wherein the chemical modifications are 
phosphorothioate linkages. 

1 88. (New) The composition of claim 1 82 wherein at least one oligonucleotide further 
comprises at least one chemical modification that increases its affinity for the other 
oligonucleotide. 
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189. (New) The composition of claim 182 wherein at least of one of said first and said 
second oligonucleotides is 17 nucleobase subunits in length. 

1 90. (New) The composition of claim 1 89 wherein each of said first and said second 
oligonucleotides is 17 nucleobase subunits in length. 

191. (New) The composition of claim 1 82 wherein at least of one of said first and said 
second oligonucleotides is 20 nucleobase subunits in length. 

1 92. (New) The composition of claim 1 89 wherein each of said first and said second 
oligonucleotides is 20 nucleobase subunits in length. 

1 93. (New) The composition of claim 1 82 which activates a double-stranded RNA 
nuclease. 
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